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Printing,  1^.76-1900

CHAPTER  I

CAXTON AND  HIS CONTEMPORARIES

THE art of printing had been known on the Con-
tinent for over twenty years, when William Caxton,
a citizen and mercer of London, introduced it into
England,

Caxton tells us himself that he was born in the
Weald of Kent. In 1438 he was apprenticed to
a well-to-do London mercer, Robert Large, who
carried on business in the Old Jewry, but in 1441
his master died, leaving him a sum of twenty marks,
and shortly afterwards he left England for the
Low Countries, In the prologue to the Recuyell
of the Historyes of Troye he tells us that, at the time
he began the translation, he had been living on the
Continent for thirty years, in Brabant, Flanders,
Holland, and Zealand, but the city of Bruges, one
of the largest centres of trade in Europe at that
time, was his headquarters, Caxton prospered
in his business, and rose to be * Governor to the
English Nation at Bruges,' a position of import-